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Treasures in Heaven 

written and preached by Pastor Alex Early, Pastor of Preaching & Theology, February 25th, 2018 

 

Good morning, Redemption! Gosh, it’s good to be with you today! I missed you all 

big time last Sunday. I spent last week in Orlando, serving at a conference called 

“Grace Encounter” with some fantastic men and women who were just so 

encouraging! Being that it was the kids mid-winter break from school, I brought 

Jana and them with me down a couple of days early to get some time in at Disney 

World, then served at the conference and flew in late last night. 

 

And before we jump into the sermon, I know I say this all the time, but its heavy on 

my heart, church—I love you. I love serving as one of your pastors here. God has 

been so good to our church and as corny or generic as it may sound, I really believe 

"the best is yet to come" as we strive to make much of Jesus and to love and serve 

one another and boldly share the good news of Jesus with our friends, families, 

coworkers, and neighbors. God, under no obligation whatsoever, decided in his 

grace to reach out in love, to heal, save, redeem, and restore us; transforming us 

from his enemies into his children at the cost of his own Son’s life. Wow. It’s just so 
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good, isn’t it?  

 

I Used to Avoid Preaching on Money 

Well, let’s jump in. Flip open in your Bible or scroll in your app to Matthew 6.  

As you just heard read in our liturgy, we’ve got just a few verses here, but they’re 

unbelievably packed with meaning and significance, and they carry profound 

implications for us in this room today as Jesus continues to get at the heart of every 

last person who hears his words. And some might be kind of off-put coming into 

church today and seeing that we’re talking about money, and I get that. I really do. 

 

Heck, when I planted my first church I literally never ever preached a single sermon 

on the subject of money for years.  

 

Some might ask why I shied away from teaching on money. Here’s why: I didn’t talk 

about money not because I didn’t have a conviction about it or see it mentioned 

over and over in Scripture. I dodged it completely because it made me 

uncomfortable, and I had seen it misused and abused in a church, and rather than 

work it out in prayer and with my Bible open with my friends, I just backed away from 

the issue altogether. So basically it was from fear rather than speaking up on it and 
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discipling our people in this aspect of our faith, too.   

 

Since then, I’ve repented of skirting over this ever-so-important issue, realizing that I 

shouldn’t blush about what God calls holy and wants his people to grow in. Scripture 

says that church members should honor their pastors (Heb. 13) and that pastors 

who labor in preaching and teaching are worth double honor (1 Tim 5). My friend 

Clarence and I talked for a couple of hours this week on Thursday and he reminded 

me of this important instruction from Paul to young pastor Timothy. Paul says in 1 

Tim. 6:  

 

“17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 

everything to enjoy.18 They (the rich) are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good 

foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.” - 1 

Timothy 6:17-19 

 

From cover to cover in Scripture, hear this, church - God wants you to lay hold of 

that which is truly life.  
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So as a pastor, I'm doing the church no favors if I intentionally ignore, down play, or 

dilute God’s calls to holiness, sacrifice, and discipleship in attempt to not rock the 

boat. If I relax the commandments of God in effort to help people simply feel good 

about themselves, I’ve sinned grievously against God and you. So today we’re going 

to talk about money, treasures, worship, and motives. And listen church, be 

reminded that as Jesus calls us out, its always with the intention of bringing greater 

wholeness to our lives through taking away false joys and replacing them with 

eternal joys.   

 

Transition from Fasting to Money 

Let’s jump in. As we do, you might be looking at your Bible and wondering why 

the transition from fasting to money… is that a bit strange? To some reading on the 

surface, it might appear as a bit clunky and out of place—that there’s no correlation 

or connections whatsoever going on here. But we’d be mistaken. Here’s why: 

fasting is the discipline of forgoing certain pleasures in order to increase our 

awareness and our need for God in our day to day. When we go without something 

that we usually enjoy, our bodies communicate to us that it is craving something and 

in that moment, we guide our attention to God and call out to him, our deepest 
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treasure. Having just taught on fasting and storing up rewards for yourself in 

heaven, it now makes sense that Jesus would plunge even deeper into the heart 

and talk about money.  

 

“19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 

– Matthew 6:19-20 

 

So let’s talk about these treasures on earth and treasures in heaven. The phrase 

"treasures on earth” is a very broad term. It can easily go beyond physical treasures 

and possessions and include what Jesus just addressed—seeking, and treasuring, 

praise from people. The hypocrites in his day craved this, showing off their piety by 

how they went about giving, praying, and fasting. That is, the praise of man can 

easily be something we treasure. 

 

However, the next verse makes clear that Jesus had material possessions primarily 

in view.  
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Treasures 

First, we notice a few very important things about Jesus here. First we see that:  

• Jesus is not anti-treasures.  

• Jesus is not anti-joy. 

• Jesus is not anti-rewards.  

• Jesus is not anti-happiness.  

• He’s absolutely into treasures and rewards! Your truest, deepest joy matters to 

him! 

 

What Kind and Where 

What Jesus is doing here is teaching us what kind of treasures we are to store up 

and where we are to store them!  

 

City and Rural People 

In studying this passage, I learned several things from the historical context in which 

Jesus spoke that really made this section come to life and pop with a lot of color! I 

just love it when that happens, don’t you?!  

 

Jesus talks to both urban city dwellers as well as farmers here. And I love that 
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Jesus’ gospel is applicable to all people, and he has something to say regardless of 

our income, our salary, our places of employment, or where we live. Jesus is not 

more concerned with folks who live in the city than he is with those who live in rural 

places. Jesus loves the artist living in a one bedroom studio in Fremont right now as 

much as he loves the strawberry farmer out in eastern Washington. (And he 

obviously loves everyone out in Chelan, right?!! I mean, it’s wine country for crying 

out loud!) 

 

So how do we know that Jesus is talking to urban dwellers and rural folks? We see 

this by looking at the words “moth” and “rust” and by doing so, we learn a good bit.  

 

City Moth 

First, Jesus addresses treasures that you could lay up on earth as an urban dweller. 

(This will obviously resonate with us here in the city of Seattle). In the ancient urban 

centers, much like our modern cities, one way to communicate that you were 

wealthy, someone of stature and prominence, was by the clothing you wore. For us 

here, it would extend to the kinds of cars we drive.  

 

In the first century, silk was literally worth it’s weight in gold. If you were wealthy, you 
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would have the finest wool garments. If you were extremely wealthy, you’d have 

them dyed purple which was a color only worn amongst the royalty of the day. 

However, based on the season and weather, there were times that you’d obviously 

store your garments away in your closet and return to them when the seasons 

changed. (Interesting that Jesus had just mentioned going into your closet to pray 

and connect with your heavenly father in secret).  

 

And yet, the insect known as the moth is a little insect that can get into your closet 

and eat away at the fabric, completely ruining your precious robes, thus ruining how 

you would be perceived in the city. Anybody here struggle with their self-image, 

wanting to put a picture out there of ourselves, to be perceived by others as having 

it all together and not coming up short? Of course.  

 

Then, Jesus moves from the city out to the farm and the fields with our English word 

“rust.”  

 

Country Rust 

In our English translations of the Scriptures, we don’t really capture the essence of 

the word used here in Matthew’s gospel. That is, Matthew uses the word Brosis, 



   
REDEMPTION CHURCH

 

 9 

which literally means “eating.” But if we were to use the word “eating” or “eaters” we 

wouldn’t necessarily understand what in the world Jesus was talking about. 

However, the farmers and shepherds of the first century would know exactly what 

he was talking about.   

 

Farmers 

First, farmers. The farmers would’ve heard the word “eaters” and thought to 

themselves of all the various pests that can come onto the land and absolutely 

destroy the crops. In fact, in many places throughout the Old Testament, the word 

“eaters” is used in reference to the plagues that destroyed crops. So Jesus is talking 

about insects that can ruin everything! (Anyone here absolutely hate bugs?! Being 

from the south, Jana and I have had enough bugs to last a lifetime.)  

 

Shepherds  

Shepherds also would’ve heard the word “eaters” and thought, “Oh yes! The wolves 

will come in and absolutely ravage the herd in a matter of minutes!”  

 

BUGS’ LIFE! 

But isn’t that funny for Jesus to be talking about bugs destroying what’s most 
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important to you? I mean, the Jews would’ve traditionally thought of natural 

disasters like fire, or floods, or earthquakes, or the dreaded Babylonians coming in 

and ransacking the place.  

 

But Jesus picked bugs! Something so small, something so insignificant, something 

you literally never even think about and says, “the stuff that you’ve worked so hard 

for and matters so much to you could be moth or locust food in the middle of the 

night." 

 

And how sad! What’s he saying here?  

 

You can work and work and work and finally obtain that piece of material or be 

working so diligently to produce the biggest harvest of your life only to have a tiny 

bug roll in and destroy it! And how true this is! He sounds like he must’ve read 

Ecclesiastes the night before he preached this sermon! 

 

He’s trying to make us feel completely insecure in our riches, in what we 

accumulate, and accomplish. He’s poking around and calling out what we naturally 

derive our identities from.  
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Thieves  

He then mentions thieves! From natural disasters, to insects, to thieves! How many 

of you have ever had something stolen from you? It’s just the absolute worst feeling. 

You feel so angry, violated, so intruded upon—it’s so unnerving… all of that.  

 

How many of you know that Jesus is absolutely right?! The moment you finally get 

ahold of that thing, that item, that relationship, that experience, that it can go up in 

flames or vanish right before your eyes? 

 

It reminds of Smeagol, from “The Lord of the Rings,” when he drops the ring and 

loses it, it’s bouncing down the cliff, and he’s just screaming at the top of his lungs, 

“MY PRECIOUS!!!!!!! NOOOOOOO!!!!!!”  

 

Why? Why does Smeagol act that way?  

Why do we act that way?  

What is going on in that moment?  

We’re learning that we don’t possess our possessions, but that our possessions can 

easily possess us! (Repeat)  
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Jesus is teaching us, saying, don’t be like Smeagol, hunched over in greed, 

possessed by mere things that bugs can eat. You weren’t created to turn into a 

monster over what you call “precious,” “a treasure.” You’re an image bearer of God, 

and if you’re a Christian, you’re a child of God. You’ve got to redefine what you 

call “precious!” Don’t lay up for yourselves treasure on the earth. But lay them up in 

heaven!!! 

 

So now the question becomes: “What is treasure in heaven? How can I make sure 

that I’m storing up treasure there?” 

 

First, Jesus has repeatedly mentioned God rewarding you in heaven for your private 

deeds of righteousness—your giving, your praying, and your fasting. That in heaven, 

there will be actual rewards for these deeds done in response to God and the 

gospel.  

 

The Bible doesn’t go into great details about the rewards. We see crowns 

referenced over in 1 Timothy, and then we read the exchange between Jesus and 

Peter in Mark 10, where Peter says, “See how much we have given up for you." And 
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Jesus says “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 

sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who 

will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 

mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal 

life. But many who are first will be last and the last first.” But beyond this, we don’t 

see much referenced in Scripture about exactly what those specific rewards might 

look like.  

 

Perhaps Jesus didn’t go into great details about the actual rewards so that we 

won’t fixate on what those may be, getting distracted away from what is most 

important; namely loving God and loving people—which is what Jesus said was the 

summary of the law.  

 

There is one place that Jesus speaks on this subject and it becomes crystal clear!  

 

“13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.’ 14 But he said to him, ‘Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 

over you?’ 15 And he said to them, ‘Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’” 
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– Luke 12:13-14 

 

(So here Jesus is talking about greed!)  

 

“ 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 

17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 

18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, — 

(ALRIGHT! Notice that there! He made an inheritance and immediately starts talking 

to himself, talking to his soul, talking nearly in like a religious way) — ‘Soul, you have 

ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to 

him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 

whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 

toward God.”  

– Luke 12:13-21  

 

Here in Luke, we see that there’s not only natural disasters, bugs, or thieves that 

can take our treasures on earth. The ultimate equalizer for all human beings is 

death. And in that moment of great prosperity, the man sits back,  
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• He isn’t going into his closet to pray (he talks to himself),  

• he doesn’t think of how to give to the poor (he builds bigger barns),  

• he doesn’t even consider fasting (he says eat, drink, and be merry!) 

 

Jesus says, “FOOL! Your things now belong to someone else! And now you must 

give an account for your soul!”  

 

There was no planning, no 24-second shot clock, no “heads up.”  

 

His life suddenly comes to an abrupt halt, and it was time to go before God’s throne 

with what he had and had not done with all the wealth placed in his lap and give an 

account immediately. Friends, let us not put off following Jesus one more day! 

Today is the day of salvation! Today is the day to repent, follow, and be 

overwhelmed by the joy that accompanies knowing, loving, serving, and following 

Jesus in every area of our lives!  

 

Death of William Early 

Tomorrow is February 26th, and it marks 9 years since my Dad suddenly and 
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unexpectedly died at the age of 56.  

 

This is no hype, no scare tactic, no means of manipulation. Jesus is describing how 

life really is! And speaking of death for us westerners, that makes us a bit 

uncomfortable. We like to push death out of our minds as much as possible.   

 

If there’s anything that I know all of us need in this room right here, right now from 

the mouth of Jesus is to hear this warning, not just with our ears but to hear it with 

our souls, and realize that all the things that we acquire on this earth will end up in 

someone else’s possession. We will give an account for how we lived our lives and 

spent our money.   

 

Rich Toward God 

That last phrase, “rich toward God,” speaks to laying up treasures in heaven and 

not on earth.  

 

Not Enriching God 

What does it mean to be rich toward God? Certainly it doesn’t mean to “enrich God” 

as though when we give to God, we somehow increase his net worth! Of course 
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not! God owns it all! This is all of God’s stuff. When you drive through the city and 

you see all the houses, condos, high rises being constructed, the parks, the rivers, 

the sea, the trees, Mt. Rainier…remind your soul, “It may have so-and-so’s name on 

the deed, or on the side of that building, but ultimately everything is created by God 

and for God. Everything in this universe is God’s. All the stars, all the planets, all the 

angels, all the people…" 

 

So obviously, when we give to God, we aren’t enriching him.  

 

Worship!! 

To be rich toward God is to say, and to live, and to pursue, and to orient ourselves 

so totally and so completely that when we think of God words and phrases like, “I’m 

satisfied!” “I’m loved!” “I’m at home in you!” are what come to mind. To be rich 

toward God is to agree with the Apostle Peter and say, “Where else would we go? 

You have the words of eternal life!”  

 

To be rich toward God is to agree with the Apostle Paul and say “to live is Christ and 

to die is gain!” 

If I’m living, I’m living for Jesus! 
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If I’m eating, it’s with Jesus. 

If I’m sleeping, I go to sleep acknowledging Jesus.  

If I’m drinking coffee, it’s with Jesus. 

If I’m jogging around the lake, it’s with Jesus. 

If I’m cooking, it’s with Jesus. 

If I’m sitting on the bus, it’s with Jesus.  

If I’m talking to my neighbors, it’s about Jesus.  

If I live, I’m living for Jesus!  

If I die, I get Jesus! 

 

Is that you today?  

Is that where you are?  

When you think of your relationship to God, are you wealthy; are you rich toward 

God?  

If not, you can be today!  

 

Let’s cover these last 3 verses:  

 

“22 The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be 
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full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then 

the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” – Matthew 6:22-23 

 

Healthy Eyes 

The Jews commonly spoke of the eyes and the heart to personify what was going on 

in their relationship to God. The healthy eye here means that it is a person with clear 

vision, a God-ward focus, a singularity of heart and devotion. If the eye is healthy, 

your body will be full of light—meaning, with your eyes fixed on God, you’ll live a life 

with your body that corresponds to that healthy God-ward reality.  

 

The bad eye means that there’s corruption, that your moral vision is blurred, that 

you’re divided and don’t have a singular focus aimed at God’s will for your life. If you 

aren’t focused on him, your blurry vision will lead to a life of darkness, a life devoid of 

God both here and in the life to come.  

 

Why mention this interesting parable right in the middle of talking about money and 

possessions? Because our love of money, experiences, relationships, and 

possessions has a way of blinding us!  
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Let’s look at the last verse as Jesus draws the line in the sand and makes it crystal 

clear to anyone who would "deny themselves and take up their cross and become 

his disciple.” He says: 

 

“24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

money.” – Matthew 6:24 

 

Master  

The word “master” might throw us off as Western Americans. After all, none of us in 

here would say that we have a “master.” A boss? Sure. But master? That’s a word 

that would make any of us say, “Uh. No. Nobody owns me.”  

 

But in Jesus’ ancient world, that wasn’t the case. Slaves were literally owned by 

their masters. Occasionally a slave would be shared between two masters, but it 

was basically impossible. You’d likely be devoted to one, and not the other.  

 

The reality is that you can’t serve two masters, especially when you understand the 

nature of service.  
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Your master requires all that you’ve got: 

• 110% of your focus,  

• of your devotion,  

• of your commitment,  

• of your effort 

• your thoughts 

• your attention 

• your creativity, 

• your life.  

 

To have a master means that your dreams are no longer your own. They’re merely 

dreams. Your master’s will is what determines your reality.  

 

Jesus then turns money and materialism into its own religion and says, just like 

when it comes every other religion, Yahweh will not share his glory with anyone.   

He wants 100% devotion and allegiance. So we’re not allowed to be syncretistic as 

Christians. We are not allowed to serve both God and money.  
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So how do we serve money? What does that look like?  

 

Well, the way to serve money means that we’re constantly seeking to increase more 

of it. We wake up thinking about money, talk all day about money, leverage every 

opportunity, every relationship, to make more money, and then at dinner, you’re 

thinking about money, talking about money, focusing on money. When your kid 

walks in the room, you’re still talking about money. As you fall asleep, you’re still 

focused on money and what it can provide for you.  

 

If materialism is a religion, then greed is the doxology. And we all know this is to be 

true. Talk to anyone who has it all and you’ll find the same thing to be the case—it 

doesn’t satisfy. It doesn’t last. It isn’t all it’s cracked up to be.  

 

Jesus is trying to spare you the pain of Solomon, concluding that life is just vanity. 

You see, Solomon and Job are both in the Wisdom literature of the Bible and they’re 

both teaching you the same lesson—to fear the Lord. Job lost it all and concluded 

that life is about fearing the Lord and walking with and serving God. Solomon gained 

it all and said the exact same thing.  
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Here’s what I don’t want you to hear me saying: I don’t want you to hear that the 

solution to our prosperity is poverty. That’s not it.  

 

So how do we serve God? Let’s just use the word “serve” in the same way:  

 

Well, the way to serve God means that we’re constantly seeking to increase more of 

God. We wake up thinking about God, talk all day about God, leverage every 

opportunity every relationship, to get more of God, and then at dinner, you’re 

thinking about God, talking about God, focusing on God. When your kid walks in the 

room, you’re still talking about God. As you fall asleep, you’re still focused on God 

and who God is to you and for you in Christ.  

 

So how do I get the power to do this? Where do I look? To whom do I look? Well, 

you need more than Jesus telling you how to live, you need Jesus’s life and power 

living within you, by, in, and through the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit. And you 

have to constantly be going back to the gospel.  

 

Gospel Tie 

So how do moths, rust, wolves, thieves, light, darkness, and money relate to the 
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gospel? 

 

Judas betrayed Jesus for money. (30 pieces of silver).  

Jesus died between thieves. 

On Calvary the light went out and it was dark.  

Soldiers gambled for Jesus robe. 

 

Jesus laid up his treasures in heaven, and therefore gave everything he had 

away, from the robe in his back to the blood in his veins, he gave it all away 

to save me and you.  

 

When Jesus rose from the dead, he did what Paul says, “he put off that which is 

corruptible (like a robe that could be eaten by a moth) and put on that which is 

incorruptible.” 

 

Isn’t that fantastic!? As you wade out deeper and deeper in the gospel, you’ll see 

that Jesus calls us to repent of our idols, and pries our fingers back from temporary 

things so that he can fill our hands and hearts with what really matters.  
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As you believe this, you can agree with the Psalmist and ask the same 

question, “Whom have I in heaven but you? There is none on earth I desire besides 

you.” 

 

 


